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Instrument Ranges

e The standard (playable) range for each drum is a P5 (Perfect Fifth)
- this can be extended to a 6, but is not recommended
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Set-up

e American Set-up (preferred) — high drum on the right
* German Set-up (less common) - high drum on left

e Position the middle two drums first (26” and 29”’)
* Place the stool appropriately (and the music stand)
- putting your hands in the right playing spots
- making sure that the pedals are comfortably in reach
* Position the outer drums (using the same criteria as above)

Playing Spots

e Usually about 3”-4” in from the rim
* To get a consistent sound, make sure that each hand is equidistant from the rim
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Tuning Grip
e Sing the pitch before trying to tune it * French Grip

e Start below the pitch and tune up to it
e Be discreet when tuning

- lightly activate the drum

- thumbs up

- grip towards the back of the mallet
- rotate the wrist

to hear the pitch e German Grip
- palms flat (similar to matched grip)
- used for ‘heavier’ playing
Stroke Types

* Legato Stroke - relaxed fingers
e Staccato — much firmer grip

* Utilize a full motion when practicing strokes (at first)

* In a sequence of notes, make sure that all notes speak properly
- sometimes requires a little more pressure from the grip
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* Use single-stroke rolls

* Move the mallets apart (slightly) for warmer, softer rolls
e Use fingers for very soft rolls

Muffling

e For the quickest muffling, dampen in the same spot that you struck the drum
* Use the back three fingers (spreading them out makes it easier to muffle)
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